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REPORT  upon  the  School  IVledical  Service  during  the  year 

ended  3.1st  December,  1944. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Northumberland  Education  Committee. 

Mr.  Chairman,  My  Lords,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

1  have  pleasure  in  presenting  the  report  on  the  School  Medical 
Service  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1944.  I  am  indebted 
to  Dr.  W.  J.  Pierce,  the  Deputy  School  Medical  Officer,  for 
his  help  in  the  preparation  of  the  report  which  is  again  presented 
in  shortened  form. 

The  period  covered  by  the  report  was  the  fifth  complete  year 
of  the  war,  and  it  is  satisfactory  to  report  that  there  was  no 
evidence  of  any  decline  in  the  physical  condition  of  the  children. 
Less  than  one  child  in  a  thousand  of  those  examined  shewed 
evidence  of  bad  nutrition,  while  the  number  whose  nutritional 
state  was  noted  as  slightly  sub-normal  remained  at  the  same 
level  as  in  the  previous  year.  We  can  hope  to  see  steady  im¬ 
provement  in  these  numbers  as  the  school  meals  service  main¬ 
tains  its  rapid  expansion. 

There  has  been  a  vacancy  on  the  staff  of  the  Department 
for  an  Assistant  School  Medical  Officer  since  1942,  and  five  of 
the  Assistant  School  Dentists  are  serving  with  H.M.  Forces. 
These  shortages  of  staff  have  caused  great  difficulties,  but  the 
elimination  of  the  examination  of  the  8  year  old  group  of 
children  and  the  employment  of  dentists  on  a  part-time  basis 
have  enabled  the  service  to  continue.  Though  the  number  of 
routine  medical  inspections  has  declined  slightly,  the  number 
of  special  examinations  has  actually  increased.  Some  seventeen 
thousand  children  were  inspected  by  the  dentists  during  the 
year,  almost  as  many  as  in  1943,  though  the  figure  is  about 
six  thousand  less  than  in  1939.  There  has  been  an  appreciable 
increase  in  the  number  of  children  found  on  inspection  to  be 
dentally  fit.  The  proportion  has  increased  from  19.7%  in 
1939  to  27.5%  in  1944.  Though  dietetic  factors  may  have 
played  an  important  part  in  this  change,  one  large  contributing 
factor  has  been  the  cumulative  effect  of  previous  dental  treat¬ 
ment. 
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The  review  of  the  total  number  of  children  inspected  by 
the  doctors  shews  that  the  proportion  immunised  against 
diphtheria  rose  slightly  to  83.9%.  This  is  a  matter  for  satis¬ 
faction  though  it  must  be  noted  that  diphtheria  remains 
prevalent  in  certain  parts  of  the  County.  The  further  decline 
in  scabies  is  also  a  satisfactory  feature  of  the  year’s  records. 

During  the  year,  the  School  Medical  Service  carried  out  patt 
of  a  special  investigation  into  ankle  keratosis  which  was  con¬ 
ducted  by  Professor  Spence  and  the  Department  of  Child 
Health  in  the  University  of  Durham.  This  is  of  interest  as  it 
is  indicative  of  the  possibility  of  the  association  of  the  service 
with  the  broader  field  of  child  health  which  is  generally 
accepted  as  being  desirable. 

This  report  is  the  last  one  which  will  deal  solely  with  the 
area  for  which  the  County  School  Medical  Service  has  been 
responsible  since  1908.  It  is  of  interest  to  compare  the  year’s 
working  with  that  of  the  early  years  as  shewn  in  the  Annual 
Reports.  The  work  of  school  medical  inspection  began  on  1st 
August,  1908,  and  was  carried  out  by  two  Assistant  School 
Medical  Officers.  A  considerable  amount  of  inspection  was 
carried  out,  and  many  defects  noted,  but  no  action  was  taken 
to  remedy  these.  Making  reference  to  defects  of  eye-sight, 
teeth  and  tonsils  and  to  pediculosis,  the  first  Annual  Report 
states,  “  No  steps  have  yet  been  taken  by  the  Education 
Authority  in  the  direction  of  treatment  for  the  above  conditions, 
and  no  school  nurses  have  been  appointed/’ 

Great  strides  have  been  made  since  the  days  of  that  first 
Annual  Report,  and  to-day  extensive  arrangements  exist  for 
the  treatment  of  defects  discovered  at  inspection.  There  can 
be  no  doubt  about  the  value  of  the  work  of  the  service  during 
a  period  of  nearly  forty  years,  but  it  is  permissible  to  refer  to 
one  condition  which  remains  a  disappointment  to  all  concerned 
with  the  work.  In  the  period  up  to  1914- the  proportion  of 
children  found  to  be  verminous  each  year  wTas  about  16%.  In 
1944,  the  comparable  figure  was  10%.  This  cannot  be  regarded 
as  satisfactory  and  we  must  hope  that  advances  in  prevention 
and  treatment  may  enable  us  to  achieve  greater  success  in  this 
direction  in  the  future. 

In  conclusion,  I  must  thank  Dr.  W.  J.  Pierce,  Mr.  A.  E. 
Robinson,  and  the  medical  and  dental  staff  for  their  help  and 
for  the  work  they  have  done  to  maintain  the  service  throughout 
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I  should  also  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  the 
and  the  Director  of  Education  for  the  support  they 
to  the  Service  during  the  year. 

I  am,  my  Lords,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  B.  TILLEY, 

School  Medical  Officer. 

County  Hall, 

Newcastle  upon  Tyne,  1. 

llth  April ,  1945. 


the  year. 
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Superintendent  Health  Visitor 


,*  Part-time. 


...  JOHN  B.  TILLEY,  M.D.,  B.Hy.,  D.P.H. 

...  WILLIAM  J.  PIERCE,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 
...  MARY  W.  DEWELL,  M.B.,  B.S. 

...  ANNA  REID,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

...  EDNA  T.  EVERDELL,  M.B.,  B.S.,  B.Hy., 
D.P.H. 

...  *JOHN  A.  SMALL,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

...  *GRAHAME  PATTON,  L.R.C.P.,  L.R.C.S., 

D.P.H. 

...  *  MARGARET  RANKEN,  M.B.,  B.S. 

...  *  ARTHUR  T.  PATERSON,  M.D.,  F.R.C.S. 

...  *  WILLIAM  MACKENZIE,  M.D.,  F.R.C.S.E. 
...  ARNOLD  E.  ROBINSON,  L.D.S. 

...  CATHERINE  M.  ANDERSON,  L.D.S. 

...  FREDERICK  J.  GILBERTSON,  L.D.S. 

...  THOMAS  A.  IR.ELAND,  L.D.S. 

...  WILLIAM  J.  IRVINE,  L.D.S. 

...  WALTER  P.  NEILSON,  L.D.S. 

...  'JOHN  LAWRENCE  HAVES,  L.D.S. 

(Resigned  6th  May,  1944). 

...  tKENNETH  WAKE,  L.D.S. 

...  *J.  STOKES  BRADY,  L.D.S. 

...  *  ALBERT  V.  ADAMS,  L.D.S. 

...  *GEORGE  WILSON,  L.R.C.S.,  L.D.S. 

...  *  DAVID  GILMOUR,  L.D.S. 

...  t JAMES  K.  CHRISTIE,  L.D.S. 

...  IN.  ANDREWS  WALKER,  L.D.S. 

...  JERNEST  M.  PICKERING,  L.D.S. 

...  JJOHN  STEWART,  L.D.S. 

...  JFRANK  E.  STREET,  M.C.,  L.D.S. 

...  HANNAH  WEIR,  M.B.E.,  S.ll.N.,  S.C.M., 
H.V.  Cert.  R.S.I.,  S.I.  Cert.  R.S.I.,  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  Cert. 

f  Temporary.  %  With  H.M.  Forces 


MEDICAL  INSPECTION. 

The  routine  medical  inspection  of  school  children  attending 
County  schools  has  been  carried  out  as  in  the  last  two  years, 
namely,  that  children  have  been  examined  at  the  first  oppor¬ 
tunity  after  entering  school,  and  the  group  of  children  in  their 
thirteenth  year  have  also  been  examined.  On  the  instructions 
of  the  Board  of  Education  the  intermediate  or  eight  year  old 
group  has  not  been  examined. 
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The  number  of  children  examined  in  Elementary  Schools  at 
routine  medical  inspection  in  1944  was  8,533,  which  is  a  slight 
decrease  on  the  previous  year.  In  addition  to  the  routine 
medical  inspection,  many  children  are  brought  forward  by 
Teachers,  Parents,  Health  Visitors,  and  School  Attendance 
Officers,  for  examination  by  the  Assistant  School  Medical 
Officers.  These  children,  who  for  statistical  purposes  make 
up  the  group  of  Special  Inspections,  are  those  who  may  be 
considered  to  suffer  from  sub-normal  nutrition  or  any  physical 
or  mental  defect.  The  number  of  children  examined  in  this 
category  during  the  past  year  was  21,968,  an  increase  of  more 
than  three  thousand  over  the  number  examined  in  1943. 
Tables  giving  details  of  these  figures  will  be  found  at  the  end 
of  the  Report. 

The  Health  Visitors,  as  in  previous  years,  carried  out 
“  following-up  ”  of  children  who  were  found  at  medical  inspec¬ 
tion  or  the  special  examinations  to  require  treatment.  This 
necessitates  many  visits  to  the  schools  and  homes.  During 
1944,  3,361  visits  were  made  to  schools  and  9,977  visits  to 
homes,  on  this  account. 

There  are  now  few  official  evacuees  in  the  County,  but  about 
1,400  school  children,  of  whom  300  were  unaccompanied  by 
parents,  were  evacuated  to  the  County  from  the  South  of 
England  in  July  and  August.  All  these  children  were  medically 
examined  and,  if  treatment  was  required,  it  was  carried  out 
under  the  same  conditions  as  for  county  scholars,  and  where 
necessary  payment  for  these  services  was  adjusted  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Davidson  Report  (1941). 

SKIN  CONDITIONS. 

Uncleanliness . 

.  As  reported  last  year,  under  this  term  are  included  all 
degrees  of  uncleanliness,  from  children  whose  bodies  suffer 
from  neglect  of  soap  and  water  to  those  who  are  definitely 
verminous.  The  number  of  children  whose  bodies  are  dirty 
at  routine  medical  inspection  is  very  small,  but  they  are  seen 
from  time  to  time  even  in  Secondary  Schools.  The  Health 
Visitors  carry  out  inspections  of  school  children,  without  notice, 
to  ascertain  if  children  have  vermin  or  nits  ;  126,201  examina¬ 
tions  were  carried  out  at  these  inspections  during  1944.  This 
appears  to  be  a  high  figure,  but  many  of  the  children  will  have 
been  seen  three  or  four  times  in  the  year.  Of  the  number  of 
individual  children  examined,  4,391  were  found  to  suffer  from 
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vermin  or  nits.  This  figure  is  slightly  lower  than  last  year, 
but  the  percentage  of  children  so  infected  (10.8%)  is  slightly 
higher  than  last  year.  At  present,  these  examinations  can  only 
be  carried  out  at  elementary  schools,  but  under  the  new 
Education  Act,  which  comes  into  force  on  April  1st,  1945,  the 
powers  of  inspecting  children  are  extended  to  secondary  schools 
and  other  educational  establishments  maintained  by  the 
Education  Committee  ;  also,  the  examinations  are  obligatory, 
and  penalties  for  persistent  uncleanliness  are  increased. 

As  in  previous  years,  the  treatment  of  children  found  to  be 
infested  is  carried  out  by  the  use  of  a  Lethane  preparation, 
in  addition  to  the  older  methods  of  treatment  by  quassia  and 
sassifras.  The  mothers  are  instructed  how  to  cleanse  their 
•children,  but  amongst  the  incorrigible  families,  the  Health 
Visitors  often  find  it  necessary  to  cleanse  the  children  themselves. 

Scabies. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  report  that  the  number  of  children  who 
have  been  found  to  be  infested  by  the  scabies  mite,  causing 
them  to  suffer  from  this  distressing  and  irritating  skin  con¬ 
dition,  is  again  considerably  lower  than  in  the  previous  year. 
The  total  is  311  less  than  in  1943.  Head  teachers  are  conversant 
with  the  outward  signs  of  scabies  and  always  bring  forward 
suspected  cases  to  the  notice  of  the  Health  Visitors,  but  even 
now  it  is  possible  for  the  doctor  to  come  across  a  child  infected 
with  scabies  at  routine  medical  inspection.  The  treatment  of 
this  disease  is  very  much  shorter  than  it  used  to  be  some  time 
ago  when  sulphur  treatment  was  in  force  and  the  child  is  only 
excluded  from  school  for  a  very  short  period.  In  some  cases, 
the  treatment  is  undertaken  by  the  District  Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  a  particularly  good  arrangement,  especially  when 
baths  are  available. 

Impetigo. 

This  is  a  disease  which  is  prevalent  amongst  those  who  are 
unclean,  but  being  contagious  it  may  affect  children  from 
clean  homes.  However,  the  number  of  children  who  have  been 
found  to  suffer  from  this  condition  was  less  than  the  previous 
year,  being  211  compared  with  267  in  1943. 
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DENTAL  INSPECTION  AND  TREATMENT. 

(Report  of  Mr.  A.  E.  Robinson,  L.D.S., 

Senior  Dental  Officer.) 

A  d ministration . 

There  have  been  no  drastic  changes  in  the  administration 
of  the  School  Dental  Service  during  1944. 

The  chief  difficulty  still  continues  to  be  that  of  acute  shortage 
of  staff. 

Staff. 

One  full-time  permanent  Dental  Officer  resigned  during  the 
year.  Fortunately,  some  weeks  previous  to  this  it  had  been 
possible  to  appoint  a  full-time  temporary  Officer.  The  staffing 
position  during  the  year  was  thus  the  same  as  for  1943,  except 
for  the  fact  that  one  of  the  part-time  Dental  Officers,  owing 
to  pressure  of  work  in  his  own  practice,  found  it  impossible 
to  give  us  any  further  assistance. 

An  appeal  was  made  to  the  Dental  War  Committee  towards 
the  end  of  1944  for  the  release  of  two  of  our  dental  officers 
from  the  Forces,  the  grounds  for  this  appeal  being  the  extra 
work  which  would  fall  on  the  dental  service  as  a  result  of  the 
new  Education  Act  ;  the  matter  is  still  under  consideration 
at  London. 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  report  that  the  Military  Cross  has  been 
awarded  to  Captain  F.  E.  Street,  one  of  the  Assistant  Dental 
Officers  now  on  Active  Service. 

General  Observations. 

The  general  condition  of  the  teeth  and  oral  tissues  of  the 
County  children  remains  satisfactory  under  war-time  circum¬ 
stances.  In  fact  there  has  been  a  further  gratifying  increase 
in  the  number  of  children  who,  upon  examination,  proved  to 
be  dentally  fit.  In  1943  this  figure  was  25.1%  ;  during  1944 
this  percentage  increased  to  27.5%.  This  is  very  satisfactory, 
since  it  is  to  this  end  that  the  whole  of  the  resources  of  the 
School  Dental  Service  are  directed. 

The  Acceptance  Rate  for  the  year  under  review  was  82%, 
an  increasing  number  of  schools  showing  100%  Acceptance  Rate. 

Dental  Inspection. 

17,473  children  were  inspected  during  the  year  and  of  this 
number  12,660  were  found  to  require  treatment. 
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Dental  Treatment. 

Of  the  12,660  children  found  to  require  dental  treatment, 
10,392  actually  received  it. 

Summary  of  work  carried  out  for  these  children  : — 

Number  of  fillings  inserted  in  permanent  teeth. . .  5,895 

Number  of  fillings  inserted  in  temporary  teeth...  1,077 

Number  of  permanent  teeth  extracted...  ...  2,992 

Number  of  temporary  teeth  extracted...  ...  18,552 

For  complete  details  of  Dental  Treatment  see  Table  IV. 

MINOR  AILMENTS. 

The  number  of  children  who  have  been  treated  at  the  Minor 
Ailments  Clinics  for  such  conditions  as  cuts,  bruises,  skin 
diseases,  minor  ailments  of  eye  or  ear  and  minor  accidents, 
was  3,270,  being  1,370  less  than  in  1943.  The  Minor  Ailments 
Clinics,  which  are  held  at  Gosforth,  Dudley,  Cramlington, 
Berwick,  Alnwick  and  Hexham,  have  all  remained  open  as  in 
the  previous  year,  but  the  number  of  attendances  have  been 
smaller.  Although  the  number  of  cases  has  been  reduced,  it  is 
anticipated  that  the  number  of  cases  treated  by  the  School 
Clinics  will  increase  considerably  with  the  introduction  of  the 
new  Education  Act,  under  which  the  Education  Committee  is 
responsible  for  all  the  medical  and  surgical  treatment  of  school 
children,  excepting  domiciliary  treatment. 

OPHTHALMIC  TREATMENT. 

The  Ophthalmic  Clinics  at  which  children  are  examined  for 
defective  vision  and  other  eye  diseases  are  held  in  many  parts 
of  the  County  and  are  attended  by  Dr.  A.  T.  Paterson  and 
Dr.  Margaret  Ranken,  who  are  consultants  in  diseases  of  the 
eye,  and  by  Dr.  Edna  T.  Everdell,  an  Assistant  School  Medical 
Officer  ;  1,274  children  were  examined  of  whom  1,156  were 
elementary  school  children  and  118  from  secondary  schools. 
This  is  a  decrease  on  the  number  seen  the  previous  year. 
Spectacles  were  prescribed  for  900  elementary  school  children 
and  95  secondary  school  children  and  were  obtained  by  805 
elementary  school  children  whilst  spectacles  were  obtained  by 
all  the  secondary  school  children  for  whom  they  were  prescribed. 
It  is  unfortunate  that  nearly  100  elementary  school  children 
for  whom  spectacles  were  prescribed  had  not  obtained  them 
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by  the  end  of  the  year,  but  difficulty  was  experienced  in  obtain¬ 
ing  the  spectacles  prescribed.  Most  of  these  children,  however, 
procured  them  in  the  first  few  weeks  of  the  New  Year. 

The  percentage  of  children  who  obtained  spectacles  was 
better  than  last  year  being  90.4%  compared  with  87%  in  1943, 
and  it  will  be  noted  that  all  the  secondary  school  scholars  for 
whom  spectacles  were  prescribed  obtained  them. 

ORTHOPAEDICS. 

The  Orthopaedic  Clinics  have  been  held  in  the  County  as 
scheduled  in  the  table  below,  from  which  it  will  be  seen  that 
the  Clinics  are  visited  regularly  by  the  Orthopaedic  Sister  and 
at  frequent  intervals  by  the  Orthopaedic  Surgeon. 


Orthopaedic  Clinics. 


Ashington 

Every  Monday. 

Cramlington  . . . 

1st  Tuesday  in  month. 

Alnwick 

Every  Wednesday. 

Hexham 

2nd  and  4th  Tuesday  in  month. 

Prudhoe 

3rd  Thursday  in  month. 

Gosforth 

2nd  and  4th  Thursdav  in  month 

Morpeth 

1st  and  3rd  Friday  in  month. 

Rothbury 

2nd  Friday  in  month. 

The  number  of  children  who  were  seen  by  the  Orthopaedic 
Surgeon  at  the  Clinics  during  1944  was  373,  which  is  nearly 
100  more  than  last  year  ;  1,269  continuation  cases  have  been 
seen  by  the  Orthopaedic  Sister  ;  this  is  an  increase  of  over  400 
on  the  number  seen  in  1943.  At  the  Sister’s  visits  to  the  Clinics 
orthopaedic  apparatus  is  fitted  and  adjusted  and  remedial 
exercises  and  other  treatment  recommended  by  the  Surgeon  4 
carried  out.  As  in  previous  years,  the  children’s  own  private 
doctors’  approval  has  been  obtained  before  arrangements  were 
made  for  them  to  be  seen  at  the  School  Orthopaedic  Clinics. 

If,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Orthopaedic  Surgeon,  children  require 
hospital  treatment,  they  are  admitted  to  the  W.  J.  Sanderson 
Orthopaedic  Hospital  School  for  Children,  which  is  recognised 
by  the  Ministry  of  Education  as  a  Special  School.  At  the 
beginning  of  the  year,  there  were  17  children  maintained  in  the 
hospital,  24  were  admitted  during  the  year  and  36  discharged, 
leaving  10  remaining  in  hospital  on  December  31st,  1944. 
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This  is  approximately  a  50%  increase  over  the  numbers  who 
received  hospital  treatment  during  1943.  The  children  are 
discharged  at  an  earlier  date  as  it  is  not  found  necessary  to 
keep  them  in  the  hospital  for  the  long  periods  they  were 
previously  retained. 

The  children  referred  from  the  Borough  of  Blyth  Education 
Authority  (which  is  an  adjacent  Part  III  Authority)  have  been 
seen  by  the  County  Orthopaedic  Surgeon  at  the  Ashington 
Clinic,  but  as  the  Blyth  School  Authority  is  being  merged  into 
the  County  by  the  new  Education  Act,  this  will  cease  as  it  is 
intended  to  establish  an  Orthopaedic  Clinic  in  Blyth. 

DISEASES  OF  THE  EAR,  NOSE  AND  THROAT. 

The  number  of  operations  for  the  removal  of  tonsils  and 
adenoids  shows  a  further  increase  over  the  number  done  in 
1943,  being  748,  compared  with  615  in  that  year.  Before 
children  are  referred  for  operation,  they  are  seen  by  the  School 
Dentist  who  gives  any  treatment  necessary  to  make  them 
dentally  fit.  This  may  cause  a  postponement  of  the  operation, 
but  is  thought  to  be  to  the  advantage  of  the  child,  as  it  is  found 
that  when  all  sepsis  is  removed  from  the  mouth,  the  tonsils 
often  settle  down  rendering  operation  unnecessary.  The  com¬ 
paratively  high  figure  for  the  number  of  operations  for  nose 
and  throat  conditions  is  due  to  the  fact  that  many  operations 
that  would  normally  have  been  done  privately,  and  in  hospital 
under  private  arrangement  with  the  child’s  own  doctor,  are 
now  done  under  the  School  Medical  Services.  The  operations 
are  carried  out  at  the  following  hospitals 

Newcastle  Throat,  Nose  and  Ear  Hospital. 

The  Fleming  Memorial  Hospital  for  Sick  Children, 
Newcastle. 

The  Hexham  War  Memorial  Hospital. 

The  Haltwhistle  &  District  War  Memorial  Hospital. 

Blyth,  Thomas  Knight  Memorial  Hospital. 

These  hospitals  and  the  surgeons  operating  at  them  have 
received  the  approval  of  the  Ministry  of  Education.  The 
arrangements  whereby  children  are  admitted  the  day  before 
operation  and  retained  at  least  one  night  after  the  operation, 
have  continued,  and  it  is  felt  that  with  an  operation  in  which 
there  may  be  considerable  haemorrhage,  such  as  an  operation 
for  the  removal  of  tonsils  and  adenoids,  it  is  definitely  to  the 
advantage  of  the  patient  that  he  should  remain  in  hospital 
under  observation  until  there  is  no  doubt  as  to  the  safety  to 
travel. 
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Also,  during  the  year,  six  cases  have  been  referred  for  con¬ 
sultants’  opinions  on  their  ear,  nasal  or  throat  defects.  These 
children  have  usually  been  seen  by  the  consulting  surgeons  at 
the  Newcastle  Throat,  Nose  and  Ear  Hospital  or  the  Fleming 
Memorial  Hospital  for  Sick  Children,  Newcastle. 

NUTRITION. 

All  the  children  examined  at  routine  medical  inspection  were, 
as  in  previous  years,  classified  according  to  their  nutritional 
state  under  the  classification  A  (excellent),  R  (normal),  C 
(slightly  sub-normal)  and  I)  (bad).  Of  the  grand  total  of  9,936 
seen  at  elementary  and  secondary  schools,  only  eight  children 
were  found  to  have  bad  nutrition.  The  percentages  in  the 
four  categories  are  almost  identical  with  those  of  1943,  as  will 
be  seen  by  the  table  below  — 


Excellent. 

Normal. 

Slightly 

sub- 

1  normal. 

Bad. 

1 044  /  Elementary  Schools  . . . 

'  \  Secondary  Schools 

21.2 

45.6 

65.1 

48.5 

I 

13.5  0.09 

5.7  !  — 

I 

l Q4‘r f  Elementary  Schools  ... 
\  Secondary  Schools 

21.8 

43.3 

64.7 

50.8 

13.4 

5.8 

0.06 

The  School  Medical  Inspectors  in  reaching  their  judgment 
regarding  the  nutritional  state  take  into  account  the  ratio  of 
the  height,  weight  and  age  of  the  child  together  with  the  con¬ 
dition  of  his  mucous  membranes,  fat  distribution,  brightness 
of  eye,  posture  and  general  alertness,  indeed  a  general  picture 
of  the  whole  physical  make-up  of  the  child.  It  is  satisfactory 
to  be  able  to  report  in  this,  the  sixth  year  of  war,  that  over 
21%  h  ave  excellent  nutrition  and  65%  of  the  scholars  have 
normal  nutrition,  leaving  just  over  13%  below  normal. 

The  head  teachers  continue  to  take  a  deep  interest  in  the 
condition  of  their  scholars  and  always  bring  forward  for  the 
School  Medical  Inspectors  any  cases  whom  they  consider  to 
have  sub-normal  nutrition.  Further,  the  head  teachers  have 
authority  whilst  awaiting  confirmation  by  the  school  doctors 
to  place  a  child  on  the  ‘  special  milk  list,’  which  means  that 
he  would  get  at  least  one  pint  of  T.T.  milk  per  day.  In  addition 
to  this  special  milk  which  is  given  to  the  child  free  or  charged 
according  to  the  family  financial  circumstances,  the  voluntary 
scheme  of  the  purchase  of  one-third  pint  of  milk  for  Jd.  has 
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continued.  A  considerable  number  of  children  avail  themselves 
of  the  opportunity  of  obtaining  milk,  but  there  is  not  a  great 
increase  on  the  number  who  obtained  milk  in  this  way  in  1943. 
Perhaps  the  reason  for  this  may  be  that  a  considerably 
increased  number  of  children  have  been  able  to  obtain  dinners 
in  school. 


PROVISION  OF  MEALS. 

I  am  indebted  to  the  Director  of  Education  for  the  report 
on  the  provision  of  meals  including  milk  meals.  From  the 
statistics  which  he  records  it  will  be  seen  that  at  135  schools 
(compared  with  84  in  1943),  dinners  are  now  supplied  and  the 
total  number  of  meals  reached  the  figure  of  over  three  millions. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  the  mid-day  meal  taken  at  school  is  of 
inestimable  value  in  child  health  ;  parents  and  teachers  endorse 
this.  It  is  an  institution  which  has  become  well  established 
and  is  rightly  becoming  part  of  the  accepted  routine  of  school 
life. 

The  provision  of  extra  nourishment,  in  the  form  of  daily 
milk  rations,  or,  where  possible,  dinners  at  school  canteens  for 
necessitous  children  in  elementary  schools  was  continued  during 
1944,  as  also  were  the  arrangements  for  the  voluntary  purchase 
of  milk  at  reduced  rates.  The  percentage  of  pupils  taking  milk 


at  school  in  October,  1944,  was  66.4.  In 
was  69.3. 

October, 

1943,  it 

Details  of  the  respective  arrangements  are 
(1)  Extra  Nourishment. 

as  follows 

« 

• 

Average  number  of  children 

County. 

Official 

Evacuees. 

supplied  each  month  ...(a)  Milk 

2,245 

20 

( b )  Dinners... 

134 

— 

Total  number  of  meals  sup- 

2,379 

20 

plied  during  1944  ...  ...(a)  Milk 

850,189 

7,579 

(6)  Dinners... 

24,526 

— 

(2)  Voluntary  Purchase. 

Children  purchasing  milk  (figures  for 
a  single  day  in  October,  1944)  : — 

874,715 

7,579 

(а)  x4t  reduced  rates 

(б)  Under  other  schemes 

22,202 

1 65 

22,367 


REPORT  ON  SCHOOL  FEEDING. 


The  steady  development  in  arrangements  for  school  feeding 
has  been  well  maintained  during  the  year  ending  31st  December, 
1944.  The  average  number  of  meals  served  daily  has  increased 
from  9,809  to  14,981  ;  the  number  of  schools  in  the  scheme  from 
84  to  135  (details  are  shown  in  the  table  appended). 

The  aim  is  to  make  provision  for  all  schools  so  that  every 
child  who  wishes  to  take  the  meal  may  do  so.  It  is  hoped 
that  while  plans  are  going  forward  for  the  establishment  of  new 
canteens  and  central  kitchens  it  will  be  possible  to  improve 
both  kitchen  and  dining  arrangements  for  those  schools  which 
commenced  the  service  at  a  time  when  labour  and  equipment 
were  more  limited  than  at  present. 

The  interest  and  co-operation  of  head  teachers  and  their 
staff  continue.  The  opportunity  for  the  teaching  of  social 
training  is  nowhere  so  apparent  as  during  the  school  meal, 
but  without  the  co-operation  of  the  teachers  .very  little  could 
be  attempted. 

It  is  taken  for  granted  that  the  mid-day  meal  at  school  is 
the  main  meal  of  the  day  for  the  children.  The  meal  is  planned 
to  provide  the  energy  value  of  about  1,000  calories  and  a  content 
of  20+  grams  of  Protein  and  30  grams  of  fat.  Every  effort 
is  made  to  use  as  great  a  variety  of  foods  as  is  possible  in  war¬ 
time,  particularly  fresh  vegetables  and  fruit  when  available,  in 
order  to  counteract  any  deficiency  in  the  home  diet.  A  County 
menu  based  on  these  requirements  is  issued  to  all  School 
Canteens  as  a  guide  ;  meals  are  planned  for  15  days.  Frequent 
revision  is  necessary  so  that  good  use  is  made  of  the  available 
foodstuffs  at  different  periods.  This  winter  the  shortage  of 
vegetables  has  caused  more  anxiety  than  in  any  previous 
winter  since  1940,  but  the  schools  have  been  advised  how  to 
adjust  the  menu  and  the  standard  of  the  meal  has  not  suffered 
unduly. 

Considerable  time  is  spent  in  appointing,  training  and  super¬ 
vising  canteen  staff.  (The  staff  for  the  Milk  and  Meals  Service 
numbers  about  600  at  present.)  Women  with  experience  of 
large  scale  catering  are  few  ;  the  majority  of  the  staff  are 
women  with  home  experience  only,  but  on  the  whole  they 
carry  out  their  duties  most  satisfactorily  and  show  a  great 
interest  in  their  own  school. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  children  appreciate  the  Meals 
Service  but  this  is  especially  noticeable  in  the  small  country 
schools,  where  the  children  for  so  long  have  been  accustomed 
to  carrying  a  packed  meal. 
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Position  as  at 
31st  December, 
1944. 
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2,110 

4,125 

8,740 
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32.97% 

lO 

CO 

rH 

Position  as  at 

1st  January, 

1 944. 

©  A  ©  JO  ©5 

A  Ol  O  TO  01  "A 

Ci  — 1  (' 

— ~  to"  a" 

CO  ! 

cT 

CM 

o 

05 

GO 

CM 

© 

oi 

63.87% 

20.00% 

84 

+=> 

ct 

i 

n*  ^ 

X  CM  1  A>  CM  I 

X  I 

vO\0 

o 

A.  A  1 

lo  ! 

A 

O'"' O'" 

rH 

'H 

■  ZD 

CM 

O  X 

.2  ^  o 

© 

A  CO 

4^  to 

TO 

•  — —  — « 

X  CO 

6 

| 

* 


A 

A 


A 
O 
M 
£ 
5  A 
A 

m 

m 

A 

◄ 

A 


:  a 

•  A 
> 
A 
A 

: m 
m 

'I  d 
<1 

>  « 

'S§ 

05 


05 

O 

o 

rA 


05 

A 

© 

© 

A 

A 

o 


05 

A 

© 

© 

A 

A 

O 


CM 


A 
.  A 
©  A 
CO  g 

A  A 
°  £ 

©  A 
A2  A 

a  5i 

A  Q 

A 

A 

< 

A 

A 

t> 

<1 

co" 


o 

o 

-A 


O 

o 

-A  °  02 

13  CO 

m  A  * 

r>  os 

>>A  ® 

S  -sS 

^  ©  — 


© 


O 

o 

C“j 

O 


C0W£ 


o 


A 

A 

> 

A 

A 

CO 

co 

A 

< 

A 


A 

O 

A 

A 

A 

a 

A 

£ 

i* 

A 

i— i 

<1 

Q 

A 

A 

A 

A 

!> 

<ri 

A 

A 

A 

O 

EH 


P 

A 

<1 

A 

A 

A 

A 

A 

> 

A 

A 

CO 

05 

A 

A 


A 

H 

A 

O 

H 


o 

A 

M 

A 

PP 

A 

A 

O 

PP 

A 

O 

O 

a 

o 

CO 

a 

o 

a 

A 

A 

A 

A 


!>> 

^  A 

+3 


© 


© 


. 

a  rcs 
o  a 
r  o 
A  © 

A 

9  e-o 

-*5  ' — ' ' — • 

A 

a 

A 

O 

A 

A 

Pn 


A 

A 

A 

A 

zn 

05 

A 

O 

O 

HH 

m 

O 

m 


A 

A 

I— I 

p 


A 

«J 

A 

O 


14 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

Immunisation  of  school  children  as  a  protection  against 
diphtheria  was  continued  in  1944  and  the  present  aim  is  that 
children  are  immunised  in  their  first  or  second  year  of  life  at 
County  Infant  Welfare  Centres,  and  they  are  then  given  a 
third  injection  in  their  first  year  of  school  life.  It  is  hoped 
that  this  will  give  them  protection  from  diphtheria  for  many 
years.  A  record  has  been  kept  of  all  the  children  seen  at 
routine  school  medical  inspection  and  below  is  a  table  which 
shows  the  numbers  immunised  and  vaccinated,  and  this  further 
emphasises  the  disparagement  between  the  number  of  children 
vaccinated  and  those  immunised  to  which  attention  was  drawn 
last  year. 


Year  1944. 

No.  examined 
at  Routine 
Inspections. 

Immunised 

against 

Diphtheria. 

•8§^U90J9a 

i 

Vaccinated. 

Percentage. 

Elementary  Schools 

8,533 

7,089 

83.0 

2,561 

30.0 

Secondary  Schools  ... 

1,403 

1,256 

89.5 

571 

40.6 

9,936 

8,345 

83.9 

3,132 

31.5 

| 

I 

[ 

In  spite  of  immunisation,  during  the  year  1944  there  were 
epidemics  of  Diphtheria  which,  although  not  severe  were 
prolonged  in  the  area  of  Newburn  in  January  and  February 
and  in  the  Autumn  ;  and  in  Bedlington  from  midsummer  to 
the  end  of  the  year.  The  investigation  of  these  necessitated 
seeing  a  considerable  number  of  children  ;  at  Newburn  563 
were  examined  and  at  Bedlington  648.  These  investigations 
were,  in  the  main,  carried  out  by  Dr.  M.  W.  Dewell,  in  con¬ 
junction  with  the  district  Medical  Officers  of  Health. 


PHYSICAL  EDUCATION. 

The  report  on  physical  education  which  follows  has  been  sub- 
'  mitted  by  Miss  Alexander,  the  County  Organiser  for  Physical 
Education.  I  do  appreciate  the  friendly  co-operation  that 
exists  between  the  Physical  Training  Organisers  and  the  School 
Medical  Service.  Children  who  are  thought  by  the  Physical 
Training  Organisers  to  have  poor  posture  are  brought  to  the 
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notice  of  the  School  Medical  Inspectors  who,  in  turn,  when 
seeing  children  whose  posture  is  not  good  or  who  require  some 
special  exercises,  refer  them  back  to  the  Physical  Training- 
Instructors,  but  this  is  only  one  aspect  of  a  many-sided  liaison 
which  is  of  great  benefit  to  the  child. 


Report  on  Physical  Education 
(Miss  E.  Alexander). 

Throughout  1944  the  organising  staff  in  Physical  Education 
has  studied  the  needs  of  the  schools  and  clubs  and  has  made 
every  individual  and  team  effort  possible  to  increase  the 
efficiency  of  the  teaching.  This  has  meant  a  still  closer  co¬ 
operation  with  the  School  Medical  Officer,  who  continues  to 
give  encouragement  and  advice  on  all  experiments  and  schemes 
in  hand,  with  the  Domestic  Science  Organiser  and  with  the 
Youth  Department. 

The  war  has  prevented  any  improvement  of  outdoor  facilities 
and  in  transport  so  the  general  plans  for  the  furtherance  of 
games  and  athletics  have  not  gained  much  impetus.  On  the 
other  hand  there  has  been  marked  improvement  in  the  teaching 
of  dancing  which  with  the  appointment  of  a  music  organiser 
should  become  a  well  established  branch  of  the  work  for  all 
age  groups. 

Speaking  generally,  the  general  stamina  and  through  this  the 
posture  of  the  children  seems  to  be  unimpaired  by  war  con¬ 
ditions.  In  schools  where  meals  are  served  definite  improve¬ 
ment  is  noticed  in  individual  children.  Parents  have  shown 
more  interest  in  health  and  well  being,  this  having  been  specially 
observed  at  “  open  days  ”  when  some  form  of  physical  education 
has  been  shown.  Requests  for  talks  to  parents,  to  members  of 
Women’s  Institutes  and  other  Adult  Groups  have  been  more 
frequent. 

In  the  Secondary  Schools  there  is  no  alteration.  The  majority 
of  gymnastic  mistresses  continue  to  do  part-time  work  in  two 
schools  or  in  one  school  and  organising.  Work  in  two  schools  is 
never  satisfsctory  as  all  the  gymnastics  and  games  have  to  be 
blocked  into  two  or  three  days,  the  time-table  never  allows  suffi¬ 
cient  time  for  a  daily  period  and  in  most  cases  dancing  is 
omitted  completely  from  the  syllabus  save  when  it  is  needed 
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for  Christmas  parties  or  for  demonstrations  during  parents’  days 
and  speech  days  and  other  functions.  The  art  of  dance  there¬ 
fore  is  unknown,  though  some  set  dances  can  be  shown.  I 
would  recommend  that  a  full-time  physical  training  specialist 
be  appointed  in  each  secondary  department  and  that  games 
coaching  be  supplemented  through  some  specialist  teachers  on 
the  same  staff. 

Some  slight  improvement  in  staffing  on  the  men’s  side  has 
been  achieved  by  the  Grammar  Schools  at  the  expense  of  the 
staffs  of  the  Senior  Schools.  In  the  latter  interest  in  the 
subject  had  been  established  through  the  appointment  and 
training  of  some  specialist  men  in  charge  of  the  physical  training. 
These  men  have  attended  all  evening  and  holiday  courses  ran 
in  Northumberland  and  were  good  teachers.  With  one  exception 
they  have  transferred  to  grammar  schools,  are  in  the  Forces 
or  have  been  promoted  to  Headships.  This  latter  change  is 
welcomed  as  it  disproves  a  popular  conviction  that  specialisation 
in  physical  education  deprives  the  teacher  of  opportunities  of 
promotion. 


It  is  pleasing  to  record  the  following  arrangements  for  the 
sharing  of  gymnasium  and  pitches  made  during  1944  : — 

Bedlington  Senior  gymnasium  used  by  Bedlington 
Secondary  School. 


Morpeth  Senior 
Morpeth  Grammar 


grounds  used  by  Morpeth  High  School. 


Lemington  Secondary  pitch  used  by  Newburn  Hall  Senior. 


Gosforth  Secondary  and  Senior  Schools  have  been  used  with 
great  frequency  for  Games  Rallies,  Leaders  and  Teachers’  classes, 
Folk  Dance  Festivals  and  week-end  courses.  The  goodwill  and 
help  given  by  groundsmen,  caretakers  and  canteen  staff  is 
invaluable.  The  practical  support  given  by  the  head  teachers 
of  these  schools  is  gratefully  appreciated. 


Organising  Staff. 

Two  staff  changes  have  been  made  in  1944  and  an  organiser 
for  physical  recreation  in  clubs  appointed.  Teachers  and  staff 
were  very  sorry  to  lose  Miss  Thomas  after  seven  years  conscien¬ 
tious  work.  Mrs.  Iceton  became  Chief  Assistant  in  her  stead. 
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Work  throughout  the  year  was  completed  as  follows  : — 


Miss  Thomas  : 

Jan.  to  June  : 
93  schools. 

11  sessions 
+  Clubs. 

Lessons  seen  : 

170  P.T. 

130  Games, 

200  Dancing, 
20  Swimming 

Teachers 
seen  : 
215 

Club  work  : 
one  evening 
per  week. 

Mrs.  Iceton  : 

Jan.  to  March  : 

5  sessions 

May  to  Dec., 
ll  sessions, 

91  schools. 

309  P.T. 

311  Games, 

85  Dancing. 

$ 

190 

Club  work  : 
one  evening 
per  week. 
Folk  Dance 
Festival. 
Games  Days. 

Miss  Graham  : 

2  days  organis¬ 
ing  per  week 

Organising  : 

4  sessions 
(6-7  sessions 
Duchess’s 
School) 

53  schools. 

163  P.T. 

28  Games, 

50  Dancing. 

109 

Miss  Buchanan  : 
three  days  per 
week 

48  schools. 

3  days  organ¬ 
ising  ;  2  days 
Berwick 
Grammar 
School. 

189  P.T. 

62  Games, 

95  Dancing 

3  Swimming 

126 

Club  work  : 
two  evenings 
per  week. 

Miss  Swann  : 

2|  days  per 
week 

Visited  30 
Schools — 
April- Dec. 

2  terms  work. 

160  P.T. 

42  Games, 

18  Dancing. 

131 

Miss  Jacques  : 

Visited  49 
Schools, 

Sept. -Dec. 

178  P.T. 

54  Dancing. 

1 

Six  evenings 
in  all. 

Miss  Alexander  has  continued  roptine  work  as  follows  : — 

(a)  Visits  to  schools  in  the  Ashington,  Choppington  and 
Bedlington  areas,  together  with  special  advisory  visits 
when  required,  and  secondary  schools  throughout  the 
County. 

(b)  Supervised  swimming  instruction  in  schools. 

( c )  Organised  and  carried  out  Folk  Dance  Festivals. 

(d)  Organised  courses  of  Recreative  Physical  Training  for 
Youths  in  County  Clubs  and  carried  out  training  in 
P.T.  in  General  Courses  organised  by  Mr.  Braham. 
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(e)  Given  occasional  lectures  to  G.T.C.,  Women’s  Institutes, 
and  all  clubs  in  County  areas. 

(/)  Club  visits  have  been  made  throughout  the  year. 

a 

(1)  Refresher  Courses  attended  by  Organisers. 

Mrs.  Iceton  was  pleased  to  be  allowed  to  attend  a  four-day 
course  in  Essex  on  Rural  School  work,  and  benefitted  from  her 
visit,  taking  particular  note  of  Junior  and  Infant  school  work 
on  apparatus.  Miss  Thomas  attended  the  Modern  Dance  Course 
and  planned  schemes  of  work  for  schools  on  her  return. 


(2)  Courses  run  for  Teachers  during  1944. 

(a)  Rural  School  One-day  Courses. 

In  1943  a  careful  scrutiny  was  made  of  the  attendance  of 
rural  teachers  in  Northumberland  at  Physical  Training  Courses 
during  the  war  years.  It  was  clear  that  transport  had  deprived 
the  large  majority  of  these  teachers  of  opportunities  to  study 
recent  developments  in  Physical  Education.  With  the  permis¬ 
sion  of  the  Education  Committee  schools  were  selected  in  six 
areas  as  good  meeting  places  for  demonstration  of  work  and 
for  discussion.  The  choice  depended  upon  the  facilities  for 
indoor  and  outdoor  lessons,  access  from  surrounding  districts, 
and  the  general  tone  of  the  school.  The  following  schools  were 
selected  as  demonstration  schools  and  all  small  schools  in  the 
neighbourhood  were  closed  for  one  day  to  allow  the  teachers 
to  attend  : — 

Bellingham  C.E.  and  Council. 

Allendale  Council. 

Hexham  R.C. 

Humshaugh  C.E. 

Belford  Council. 

Bolton  Council. 

“  All-in  ”  efforts  were  made  in  each  centre,  transport  was 
arranged  by  bus  and  train  and  in  V.C.P.  cars  for  which  we 
were  extremely  grateful.  At  three  centres  School  Canteens, 
through  Miss  Garrard’s  kind  and  efficient  organising,  provided 
excellent  lunches  and  welcome  cups  of  tea.  At  Allendale  and 
Humshaugh  local  hotels  catered.  At  Bolton  through  the 
admirable  organisation  of  Mrs.  Thorpe,  teachers  were  carried 
from  Callaly,  Yetlington  and  other  three  distant  schools  in  her 
own  car  and  through  the  village  branch  of  the  W.I.  she  arranged 
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a  most  satisfying  mid-day  meal.  The  use  of  local  halls  was 
obtained  at  Bellingham,  Allendale,  Bolton  and  Humshaugh  in 
case  of  wet  weather.  Details  of  attendances  were  as  follows  : — 


Centre. 

Date. 

No.  of  schools 
attending. 

No.  of 
Teachers. 

Expenses. 

Bel  lingham 

April  21st... 

11 

24 

£  s.  d. 

1  16  10 

Humshaugh 

May  12  th 

9 

19 

11  11 

Bolton  ... 

June  1st  ... 

9 

14 

6  3 

Allendale 

June  13th 

12 

21 

2  13  3 

Hexham 

June  23rd 

20 

42 

2  1  6 

Belford... 

July  10th 

26 

53 

3  0  7 

1 

173 

£10  10  4 

The  programme  of  work  in  each  centre  was  varied  according 
to  the  size  and  needs  of  the  schools  in  each  locality  but  the 
general  scheme  was  the  same  : — 

1.  Physical  training  lessons  with  stress  on  group  activities 
of  the  “  athletic  ”  agility  and  skill  training  type. 

2.  Dancing  for  Infant  classes,  including  rhythm  training, 
phrasing  and  C£  flow  ”  of  movement. 

3.  Games  for  all  age  groups  including  play  to  train  skill 
with  balls,  hoops  and  ropes  for  younger  children. 

4.  Discussions  on  work  shown  and  on  problems  raised. 

Many  appreciative  letters  were  received  from  teachers 
mentioning  the  value  of  the  contacts  made,  the  help  received 
from  discussion  and  argument,  the  enlightenment  on  the  future 
outlook  of  Physical  Education  as  a  source  of  leisure  activity 
conducive  to  the  maintenance  of  health. 

From  the  staff  view-point  the  results  exceeded  all  expectation. 
The  interest  aroused  throughout  each  area  was  most  satisfying 
repayment  for  the  difficulties  of  a  complex  organisation.  The 
.individual  school  staffs  demonstrating  were  exceptionally  good. 
The  teaching  was  sympathetic  and  the  patience  of  the  head 
masters  in  modifying  and  altering  arrangements  to  meet  emer¬ 
gencies  was  a  lesson  in  itself.  After  twelve  years  service  in 
Northumberland  I  am  of  the  conviction  that  the  atmosphere 
in  the  schools  and  the  relationship,  with  advisory  staff  is  the 
greatest  educational  asset  the  County  has  got. 
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( b )  Other  Teachers'  courses  run  in  1944  included  swimming, 
dancing  and  games.  Invitations  to  attend  all  training  courses 
were  sent  to  Tynemouth,  Biyth  and  Wallsend  teachers,  and  a 
satisfactory  response  was  obtained. 


(3)  Special  Activities  of  Schools. 

{a)  Berwick  Area. — In  Berwick  swimming  is  a  routine  activity 
in  the  summer  term  and  the  teachers  are  to  be  commended 
for  their  tenacit}^  of  purpose  under  bad  conditions.  The  follow¬ 
ing  schools  have  continued  this  teaching  despite  the  open-air 
tide-filled  pools  in  which  the  teaching  is  carried  out.  Approxi¬ 
mately  50%  of  the  pupils  learn  to  swim  each  year. 


1944  Results. 


Name  of  School. 

No.  of  pupils  learning. 

Swimmers. 

Berwick  Grammar 

163 

80 

St.  Cuthbert’s  R.C. 

20 

12 

Junior  C.E. 

55 

20 

Bell  Tower  Senior  School 

80 

51 

The  same  dogged  spirit  has  overcome  the  war-time  difficulties 
of  running  Team  Games  Rallies.  In  Berwick  Netball  Rallies 
and  Nine  Court  Ball  Rallies  have  been  run  annually  throughout 
the  war  most  successful^.  Teams  from  Tweedmouth,  Spittal 
and  Berwick  have  taken  part  at  Bell  Tower  School.  A  splendid 
spirit  of  co-operation  exists  in  this  centre.  % 

Mr.  Paul,  of  Berwick  Grammar  School,  acts  as  Secretary  to 
the  Football  League,  and  Mr.  McGrigor  is  a  keenly  interested 
Secretary  of  the  Cricket  League.  As  there  is  no  school  field  in 
Berwick  the  problems  of  arranging  practice  and  match  games 
is  acute,  and  smaller  men  would  have  failed. 

( h )  Ashington  Area. — -In  Ashington  the  teachers  in  charge  of 
classes  of  the  9  to  10  and  10  to  11  age  groups  attended  a  short  • 
course  of  training  to  learn  land  drill  methods  of  teaching, 
breast,  back  and  crawl  strokes,  and  the  results  were  most 
satisfactory. 


21 


Numbers  visiting 

School. 

Age. 

No.  of 

the  Baths. 

Lessons. 

55 

Wansbeck  J.  ... 

11  years 

12 

54 

J . 

10  „ 

20 

60 

St.  Aidan’s 

11  „ 

10 

40 

Hirst  N.  Boys  A. 

11  „ 

12 

50 

11  „ 

12 

60  + 

„  „  Girls 

11  „ 

lb 

329  Total 

number  attending  for  in 

struction. 

Percentage  of  sw 

immers — 45%  to  50%. 

Speaking  generally  the  boys  were  quicker  learners  than  the 
girls  in  1944.  This  teaching  requiring  great  patience  until 
i£  confidence  ”  of  buoyancy  in  the  water  is  established  was  very 
ably  done  by  the  following  teachers  : — 

Wansbeck — Misses  Cromby,  Weatherley,  Jeffries,  supervised 
by  Miss  Joisce. 

St.  Aidan’s ;  Hirst  North  Boys — Mr.  English,  Miss  Scott. 

,,  Girls — Miss  Sample,  Miss  Dent. 

(4)  Future  Policy. 

(a)  Ashington  Swimming  Teaching. — After  the  war  it  will  be 
essential  for  the  classes  to  have  the  services  of  an  expert  teacher 
who  can  take  more  advanced  work  in  Life  Saving,  diving  and 
crawl  stroke  as  the  classes  after  five  lessons  grade  themselves 
into  non-swimmers,  intermediate  and  advanced  pupils.  The 
latter  have  confidence,  aptitude  and  the  physical  frame  and 
lung  capacity  to  become  first  class  performers.  These  at  the 
moment  cannot  receive  special  attention  as  the  teacher  has 
time  to  deal  with  the  class  as  a  unit  only  and  the  main  aim  is 
to  teach  everyone  to  swim  as  soon  as  possible.  The  general 
public  in  the  baths  during  the  lessons  act  in  a  quiet  manner 
so  as  not  to  disturb  the  teaching.  The  only  periods  lost  have 
been  those  in  which  the  baths  have  been  filled  by  pupils  from 
secondary  and  private  schools  on  holiday. 

( b )  A  strong  plea  must  be  made  for  games  fields  with  grounds¬ 
men  capable  of  the  performing  of  the  following  duties  : — 

(i)  Placing  and  marking  pitches. 

(ii)  Maintenance  of  good  surface. 

(iii)  Repair  and  care  of  posts  and  nets. 

(iv)  The  checking  and  issue  of  a  common  supply  of  equip¬ 
ment  in  store  for  the  use  of  visiting  schools  and  clubs. 
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(c)  The  schools  need  the  help  of  pianists  to  give  expert  assist¬ 
ance  with  the  music  for  the  teaching  of  dancing.  It  is  impossible 
to  teach  and  to  play  at  one  and  the  same  time. 

All  schools  need  pianos  and  in  addition  for  out-door  classes 
a  gramophone  is  very  useful.  It  should  be  possible  for  schools 
to  collect  a  library  of  records  which  should  contain  records  of 
North  of  England  Folk,  Sword  and  Morris  Dances  together  with 
records  of  dances  collected  from  other  European  nations. 

YOUTH  WORK. 

Miss  Hall  was  appointed  in  September  for  part-time  organising 
of  physical  recreation  in  clubs  and  has  worked  in  close  co¬ 
operation  with  the  Physical  Training  staff.  Considerable  ground 
has  been  covered  throughout  1944.  In  co-operation  with  Mr. 
Braham,  Youth  Organiser,  and  his  department,  all  requests 
from  the  clubs  for  physical  training  have  been  arranged.  The 
following  classes  of  Physical  Education  have  been  run  : — 

Physical  Education. — Boys  13  ;  Girls,  P.T.,  4  ;  Rhythmic  Exercises  to 

Music  16. 

Dancing. — Ball-room  8;  National  1. 

Boxing  1.  Athletics  1.  Ju-Jitsu  1. 

Total  number  of  Classes  45. 

It  should  be  recorded  that  the  knowledge  of  schools  and  clubs 
of  any  area,  the  school  syllabus  and  standard  of  work  achieved 
is  of  the  utmost  help  in  planning  recreative  work  in  the  clubs 
of  that  area.  The  present  staffing  allows  each  area  organiser 
to  have  a  clear  picture  of  the  physical  education  needs  from 
the  Infant  School  to  the  Adult  Clubs,  and  this  has  proved  of 
great  value.  The  organiser  knows  the  teachers  and  their 
interests  and  is  able  to  give  advice  on  suitable  personnel  on 
equipment  and  schemes  and  to  visit  in  an  advisory  and  super¬ 
visory  capacity  when  necessary.  The  approval  of  the  Local 
Education  Authority’s  Evening  Class  teachers  is  the  respon¬ 
sibility  of  the  organiser  and  this  safeguards  the  classes  in  this 
subj  ect. 

Leaders'  Classes. 

(a)  Week-end  Courses. 

There  has  been  an  incessant  demand  for  training:  classes 
from  “  Junior  ”  leaders,  i.e.,  youths  and  girls  16  to  18  years 
of  age.  Places  at  week-end  courses  are  too  few  to  meet  the 
demand,  at  each  venture  ten  to  twenty  late  applications  have 
been  refused,  and  on  two  occasions  students  arriving  at  the 
centre  on  chance  have  had  to  return  home.  Twenty  army  cadets 
from  centres  all  over  the  county  had  to  return  when  it  was 
found  the  application  for  their  enrolment  had  not  been  received 
and  therefore  no  food  or  sleeping  provision  had  been  made. 
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Training  in  physical  training,  games,  agilities  and  athletics 
for  boys,  and  dancing  in  addition  for  girls,  has  been  given  in 
the  following  centres  : — 


No.  in 
Class. 

Tutor. 

Ashington 

Sept. -Dec., 

Jan. -Mar. 

10  sessions 

18 

G.  Richards, 

C.C.P.R.  - 

Gosforth  .. 

.  Feb.  12-13th... 

Week-end  course 

31 

G.  Richards  and 
E.  J.  Reckless. 

3  3 

May  6-7th 

3?  33 

28 

33  33 

Bedlington 

Sept. -Dec. 
Week-end 

General  Youth 
Course  P.T. 
class 

.  35 

.19  boys 

G.  Richards. 

33  3  3 

October 

33  33 

12  girls 

Miss  Alexander. 
Miss  Hall. 

Hexham  .. 

.  Week-end 

3  3  33 

16  girls 

Miss  Alexander. 

May  20-2 1st 

33  33 

20  girls 

33  33 

Alnwick  . . 

July  15-16th 

33  33 

33  33 

(b)  Further  Leaders'  Courses. 

In  addition  to  expert  help  at  leaders’  courses  Mr.  Richards 
and  his  staff  on  the  Central  Council  of  Physical  Recreation  have 
coached  athletics  at  Ashington,  given  demonstrations  at  Wester- 
hope,  Blyth,  St.  Cuthbert’s  and  Boys’  Clubs,  and  paid  super¬ 
visory  visits  to  about  15  clubs.  In  the  absence  of  County 
Physical  Training  men  staff  it  would  have  been  quite  impossible 
to  have  covered  any  ground  on  the  boys’  side  without  this 
help  and  the  spirit  with  which  Mr.  Richards  has  met  our  requests 
for  assistance  and  the  skill  with  which  he  teaches  have  been  of 
great  value  to  all  courses. 

Week-end  Course  Arrangements. 

Canteen  arrangements  made  by  Miss  Garrard  have  been 
excellent  and  all  meals  were  enjoyed  by  staff  and  students. 
The  situation  now  demands  a  careful  selection  of  students  and 
only  those  who  intend  to  complete  the  100  hours  training 
required  by  candidates  for  the  “  National  Test  ”  examination 
will  be  accepted.  Young  people  wishing  to  take  physical 
exercise  as  a  recreation  must  be  content  with  their  club  classes. 

Dr.  W.  J .  Pierce. 

Throughout  the  year  Dr.  Pierce  has  given  leisure  time  to 
lectures  at  Youth  Courses.  His  knowledge  of  his  subject, 
clarity  of  arrangement,  and  his  inimitable  witty  presentation 
of  health  talks  on  all  manner  of  physical  problems 
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makes  him  irreplaceable  as  a  speaker.  His  audience  enjoys 
and  remembers  his  talks  and  the  request  for  his  inclusion  on 
the  time-table  is  now  automatic  from  all  who  have  had  the 
pleasure  of  hearing  him.  He  is  a  great  pioneer  into  club  work 
and  holds  the  bridge  between  the  positive  health  outlook  for 
schools  and  clubs  and  medical  supervision  and  investigation 
in  very  capable  hands. 


Folk  Dance  Festivals. 

The  figures  given  below  show  the  increasing  popularity  of 
these  rallies.  The  standard  as  well  as  the  numbers  show  an 
improvement  which  is  encouraging  to  team  leaders 


1942. 

1943. 

1944. 

Gosforth 

Amble 

Hexham 

700 

799 

Wallsend 

1,487 

attending. 

attending. 

Ashington 

Alnwick 

Bedlington 

Prudhoe 

Berwick 

attending. 

Red  Cross  Funds, 
£8  2s.  3d. 

Red  Cross  Funds, 

£10  12s.  Od. 

Red  Cross  Funds, 
£10  13s.  Id. 

All  Festivals  are  self-supporting. 


Games,  Rallies  and  Sports  Days. 

A  few  club  members  played  games  regularly  throughout  the 
year  and  a  special  week-end  for  sports  -  and  games  was  run  at 
Humshaugh.  In  Ashington,  Miss  Alexander  coached  hockey 
from  January  to  March  though  the  response  was  small  and  not 
encouraging.  A  team  has  been  formed  and  matches  arranged 
for  1945,  the  captain  is  an  older  member  of  the  Ashington 
G.T.C.  Full  co-operation  was  given  by  the  Miners’  Welfare 
ground  staff. 

Netball  Rallies  run  in  conjunction  with  the  Northumberland 
Branch  of  the  All  England  Netball  Association  at  Blyth  and 
in  Newcastle,  were  very  well  attended  and  three  places  out 
of  seven  were  secured  by  Blyth  players  on  the  County  Junior 
team. 

Football  Leagues  and  Boxing  Leagues  have  been  run  very 
successfully.  The  latter  seems  to  be  more  popular  because  the 
effort  has  to  be  made  by  individual  boys  only. 


Blyth. 

Special  coaching  was  given  to  members  of  the  St.  Cuthbert’s 
Club  members  in  vaulting  and  in  dancing  for  the  item  prepared 
for  the  Blyth  Rally.  This  entailed  a  good  deal  of  work  but 
the  enthusiasm  ran  very  high. 

Urgent  Club  needs. 

To  meet  future  demands  from  clubs  in  physical  recreation 
it  is  essential  that  a  building  suitable  for  training  purposes  be 
provided.  Sleeping  on  mattresses  on  the  floors  of  school  class¬ 
rooms  is  neither  restful  nor  hygienic  after  five  hours  exercise. 
Further,  the  problem  of  personal  cleanliness  and  the  cleanliness 
of  club  premises  needs  a  residential  course  of  some  duration, 
in  clean  surroundings  with  adequate  facilities  for  washing  and 
bathing,  to  clear  away  the  webs  and  grime  of  war. 

Conclusion. 

The  year  1944  has  been  a  full  year  of  work.  Very  satisfactory 
progress  has  been  made  and  new  colleagues  have  become  loyal 
members  of  a  good  established  staff. 

It  has  been  possible  to  cement  the  relationships  with  colleagues 
and  other  departments  essential  to  the  furtherance  and  main¬ 
tenance  of  physical  education  and  I  am  profoundly  grateful  for 
all  opportunities  given  by  the  Director  and  Education  Authority 
to  proceed  with  this  work. 

SEX  EDUCATION  IN  SCHOOLS. 

During  1944,  the  programme  of  sex  education  begun  in  the 
previous  year  in  some  schools  has  been  continued.  This  includes 
some  of  the  elementary  schools  as  well  as  the  secondary  schools, 
but  it  has  not  been  reported  to  me  that  sex  education  has  been 
initiated  in  many  of  the  elementary  schools.  The  secondary 
schools,  especially  where  Biology  is  taken  as  a  school  certificate 
subject,  are  fortunate  in  that  the  sex  education  can  be  added 
to  the  ordinary  Biologv  course  without  any  embarrassment. 
In  one  secondary  school,  where  no  Biology  is  taught,  a  series 
of  six  lectures  was  given  to  the  boys  by  the  Deputy  School 
Medical  Officer,  culminating  in  an  exhibition  of  the  films  from 
the  Central  Council  for  Health  Education.  From  the  response 
of  the  boys  at  the  final  session  in  which  questions  were  invited, 
the  course  had  been  of  value.  It  will  not,  however,  be  possible 
for  the  School  Medical  Officers  to  undertake  lectures  like  this 
at  many  schools  as  the  time  entailed  would  be  too  great  for 
the  present  small  staff. 
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Several  schools  are  taking  the  matter  up  seriously,  and  while 
their  demands  are  restricted  to  a  final  lecture  by  the  School 
Doctor  it  is  felt  that  the  staff  are  able  to  meet  this  call. 

There  are  one  or  two  secondary  schools  which  have  not 
undertaken  to  include  sex  education  in  their  curriculum. 

At  several  schools  Parents’  Meetings  have  been  held  to  discuss 
the  various  aspects  of  Sex  Education,  and  many  of  these 
meetings  have  been  addressed  by  the  Deputy  or  one  of  the 
Assistant  School  Medical  Officers. 

CHILD  GUIDANCE. 

From  time  to  time,  children  are  referred  by  school  teachers, 
attendance  officers,  and  sometimes  by  their  parents  on  account 
of  abnormal  behaviour  either  in  the  home  or  in  school.  In  the 
year  under  review  nine  children  were  referred  for  child  guidance. 
As  is  so  often  the  case,  it  is  not  only  the  children  but  the  parents 
who  need  guidance,  but  this  is  unfortunately  outside  the  scope 
of  the  Education  Committee’s  work.  Children  are  seen  at  the 
Psychiatric  Clinics,  held  in  the  county  usually  at  out-patient 
departments  of  hospital,  by  visiting  Psychiatrists.  Arrange¬ 
ments  have  also  been  made  whereby  Northumberland  school 
children  can  be  seen  at  the  Child  Guidance  Clinic  at  Sunderland. 
One  boy  was  admitted  to  Wolsingham  Hostel  for  residential 
treatment  with  satisfactory  results. 

A  thorough  investigation  is  made  of  all  aspects  of  the  case 
and  treatment  to  meet  the  particular  needs  of  the  child  is 
commenced.  Much  detailed  work  is  entailed  in  Child  Guidance, 
but  as  it  often  makes  social  misfits  to  fit  into  society,  the 
maladjusted  to  become  adjusted,  and  potential  malcontents 
happy,  it  is  work  that  is  well  worth  while. 

ANKLE  KERATOSIS. 

Early  in  the  year,  at  the  request  of  Professor  J.  C.  Spence, 
Professor  of  Child  Health  at  the  School  of  Medicine,  King’s 
College,  the  School  Medical  Service  co-operated  with  one  of  his 
staff,  Dr.  Elizabeth  Scobbie,  in  carrying  out  an  investigation 
into  the  occurrence  of  the  condition  known  as  ankle  keratosis. 
The  examinations  were  carried  out  in  March  and  April  and  again 
in  September,  1944.  The  survey  is  not  complete  so  that  this 
can  only  be  an  interim  report  of  what  has  taken  place. 

It  was  thought  that  the  keratosis,  which  is  a  thickening  and 
roughening  of  the  skin,  might  be  an  indication  of  avitaminosis. 
The  findings  in  the  Spring  were  that,  of  828  children  examined 
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214  showed  keratosis.  The  incidence  varied  in  different  schools 
and  with  different  age  groups,  but  was  similar  in  both  sexes. 
The  majority  of  the  children  were  re-examined  in  September, 
when  it  was  found  that  the  keratosis  had  decreased  in  the  ratio 
of  25.8%  in  April  to  21%  in  September.  It  is  premature  to 
draw  conclusions  as  it  is  not  certain  whether  this  particular 
skin  condition  is  due  to  avitaminosis,  to  hardness  in  the  water, 
or  the  cold  winter  affecting  the  children.  However,  in  rela¬ 
tion  to  the  latter,  it  would  appear  that  their  skin  conditions 
are  better  at  the  end  of  the  summer  than  at  the  end  of  the 
winter.  It  is  hoped  that  more  complete  conclusions  can  be 
drawn  when  the  investigation  is  completed. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

In  addition  to  the  work  carried  out  by  the  School  Medical 
staff  already  reported,  they  carry  out  a  considerable  amount 
of  work  other  than  school  medical  inspection.  This  comprises 
attendance  at  Infant  Welfare  Centres  on  behalf  of  the  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  Committee  ;  examination  of  special  cases 
referred  by  the  Director  of  Education  and  of  children  referred 
by  the  magistrates  under  the  Children  and  Young  Persons  Act 
for  examination  and  report  ;  also  all  children  who  are  sent  to 
Approved  Schools  are  examined  as  to  their  suitability  for 
admission. 

During  the  year,  21  children  (18  boys  and  3  girls)  and  6 
young  persons  (4  boys  and  2  girls)  were  examined.  Two  boys 
were  examined  prior  to  their  acceptance  for  scholarships  for 
sea  training  and  two  children  were  examined  for  licence  to  take 
part  in  entertainment. 

Even  in  these  enlightened  days,  it  is  sometimes  necessary,  on 
account  of  parental  neglect,  to  refer  cases  to  the  National 
Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children,  and  I  would 
like  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the  excellent  work  that  this 
Society  carries  out  in  investigating  and  improving  the  con¬ 
ditions  of  the  children  who  are  referred  to  them.  The  inspectors 
undertaking  these  investigations  have  a  kindly  sympathy 
towards  child  welfare,  and  a  sound  common  sense  which  they 
bring  to  bear  when  adjusting  difficult  cases. 

In  concluding  this  report  thanks  must  be  expressed  to 
Head  Teachers  of  schools  and  to  the  members  of  their  staffs 
and  to  the  School  Attendance  Officers  who  have  co-operated 
so  willingly  in  carrying  out  the  many  duties  concerning  the 
health  of  the  school  children. 
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MEDICAL  INSPECTION  AND  TREATMENT  RETURNS. 

Year  Ended  31st  December,  1944. 


Table  I. 

MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS  OF  CHILDREN  ATTENDING 
PUBLIC  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS. 

A. — Routine  Medical  Inspections. 

(1)  Number  of  Inspections  : — 

Entrants 

Third  Age  Group  ... 

Total  ...  ... 

(2)  Number  of  other  Routine  Inspections 

Grand  Total  . . . 


4,550 

3,491 


8,041 


492 


8,533 


B. — Other  Inspections. 

Number  of  Special  Inspections  and  re-Inspections  ...  21,968 


Table  II. 


CLASSIFICATION  OF  THE  NUTRITION  OF  CHILDREN  INSPECTED 
DURING  THE  YEAR  IN  THE  ROUTINE  AGE  GROUPS. 


Number  of 
children 
inspected. 

A 

(Excellent). 

B 

(Normal). 

C 

(Slightly 
sub -normal). 

D 

(Bad). 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

No. 

o/ 

/o 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

No. 

o/ 

/o 

8,533 

1,810 

21.2 

5,560 

65.1 

1,155 

13.5 

8 

0.09 

Table  III. 

Group  I. — Treatment  of  Minor  Ailments  (excluding  uncleanliness). 

Total  Number  of  Defects  treated  or  under  treat¬ 
ment  during  the  year  under  the  Authority’s 
Scheme  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3,270 
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Group  II. — Treatment  of  Defective  Vision  and  Squint. 


Under  the 
Authority’s 
scheme. 

Errors  of  refraction  (including  squint)...  ...  ...  ...  1,114 

Other  defect  or  disease  of  the  eyes  (excluding  those  recorded 

in  Group  I.)  42 

Total  .  1,156 

Number  of  children  for  whom  spectacles  were  : — 

(a)  Prescribed .  900 

(b)  Obtained  .  805 


Group  III. — Treatment  of  Defects  of  Nose  and  Throat. 

Under  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme. 

Received  Operative  Treatment  ...  ...  ...  ...  748 

Received  other  forms  of  Treatment  ...  ...  ...  129 

Total  Number  Treated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  877 


Table  IV. 

DENTAL  INSPECTION  AND  TREATMENT. 
(1)  Number  of  children  inspected  by  the  Dentist 


(a)  Routine  age-groups 

...  17,438 

( b )  Specials  ... 

35 

(c)  Total  (Routine  and  Specials)... 

...  17,473 

(2)  Number  found  to  require  treatment 

...  12,660 

(3)  Number  actually  treated 

...  10,392 

(4)  Attendances  made  by  children  for  treatment 

...  15,750 

(5)  Half-days  devoted  to  : — 

Inspection 

245 

Treatment 

2,618 

1  otal  ...  ... 

2,863 

(6)  Fillings  : — 

Permanent  teeth 

•••  • • •  .  »  . 

.  •  • 

5,895 

Temporary  teeth 

...  ...  ... 

... 

1,077 

Total  ... 

... 

6,972 

(7)  Extractions  : — - 


Permanent  teeth 

. 

... 

2,992 

Temporary  teeth 

...  ...  ... 

... 

...  18,552 

Total  . . . 

... 

...  21,544 

(8)  Administrations  of  general  anaesthetics  for  extractions  ...  67 

(9)  Other  Operations  : — 

Permanent  teeth  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4,140 

Temporary  teeth  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,066 

Total  .  6.206 


Table  V. 

VERMINOUS  CONDITIONS. 

(i)  Average  number  of  visits  per  school  made  during  the  year 


by  the  School  Nurses  or  other  authorised  persons  ...  3 

(ii)  Total  number  of  examinations  of  children  in  the  schools 

by  School  Nurses  or  other  authorised  persons...  ...  126,201 

(iii)  Number  of  individual  children  found  unclean  ...  ...  4,391 

(iv)  Number  of  individual  children  cleansed  under  Section  87 

(2)  and  (3)  of  the  Education  Act,  1921...  ...  ...  Nil 

(v)  Number  of  cases  in  which  legal  proceedings  were  taken  : — 

(a)  Under  the  Education  Act,  1921  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

( b )  Under  School  Attendance  Bye-laws  ...  ...  Nil 

Table  VI. 

BLIND  AND  DEAF  CHILDREN. 


Number  of  totally  or  almost  totally  blind  and  deaf  children  who  are 
not  at  the  present  time  receiving  education  suitable  for  their  special 
needs.  The  return  relates  to  all  such  children  including  evacuees 
resident  in  the  Authority’s  area  : — 


1. 

2. 

3. 

At  a  Public 

At  an  Institution 

At  no 

Elementary 

other  than  a 

School  or 

School. 

special  school. 

Institution. 

Blind  children 

2 

Deaf  children 

1 

— 

— 
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SECOND AEY  SCHOOLS. 


Table  I. 

RETURN  OF  MEDICAL  INSPECTION,  1944. 

A.  — Routine  Medical  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,403 

B.  — Number  of  Special  Inspections  and  re-inspections  ...  3,447 


Table  II. 


CLASSIFICATION  OF  THE  NUTRITION  OF  PUPILS 
INSPECTED  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


A 

B 

1) 

Number 

(Excellent). 

(Normal). 

(Slightly 

(Bad).  , 

inspected. 

sub -normal). 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

No. 

o/ 

/o 

No. 

o/ 

/o 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

1,403 

641 

45.6 

681 

48.5 

81 

5.7 

— 

— 

Table  III. 

TREATMENT  OF  DEFECTIVE  VISION  AND  SQUINT. 


Under  the  Authority’s 
Scheme. 

Errors  of  refraction  including  squint 

118 

Other  defects  or  disease  of  the  eye... 

118 

I 

Number  for  whom  spectacles  were  : — 

(a)  Prescribed 

95 

( b )  Obtained  ... 

95 

Table  IV. 

VERMINOUS  CONDITIONS. 

(1)  Average  number  of  visits  per  school  made  during  the  year 

by  the  School  Nurses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(2)  Total  number  of  examinations  of  pupils  in  the  schools  by 

the  School  Nurses...  .  703 

(3)  Number  of  individual  pupils  found  unclean  ...  ...  53 


» 


/ 


' 


